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SUBJECT: ROK REACTION TO MAYAGUEZ 

1. ROK HAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY WELCOMED US HANDLING OF 
MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT. PRESS MAY 15 AND 16 DEVOTED MAJOR 
ATTENTION TO SUBJECT AND RELATED STORIES, IN COVERAGE 
CONVEYING SENSE OF RELIEF THAT US IN WAKE OF VIETNAM HAD 
TAKEN FOREFUL STEPS AGAINST UNLAWFUL COMMUNIST ACTION. 

2. IN MOST SUCCINCT OF SEVERAL NEARLY UNIFORM 

EDITORIALS, GOVERNMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE KOREA 
HERALD SAID THAT "THE RESOLUTE US RESPONSE TO THE 
KHMER ROUGE PIRACY BEARS EXTRAORDINARY SIGNIFICANCE, 

AS THE DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY FOLLOW THE INDOCHINA DEBACLE." 
HEARALD NOTED THAT US TRIED DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS FIRST THEN 
"RELUCTANTLY"USED MINIMUM POSSIBLE FORCE TO ACHIEVE 
ITS SOLE OBJECTIVE-RETURN OF VESSEL AND CREW. 

"THE US, HOWEVER, HAS ANOTHER IMPORTANT ASSET TO 
GAIN FROM THE SMALL OPERATION-THE DECISIVE COUNTER- 
ACTION WILL WEIGH HEAVILY IN RETURNING TRUST AND 
STRENGTH TO THE US ALLIANCE WITH ASIAN NATIONS...." 
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3. HERALD WENT ON TO OBSERVE THAT "AS IS THE CASE 
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WITH COMMUNISTS OF OTHER COUNTRIES THE KHMER ROUGE 
HAVE LITTLE REGARD FOR ANYTHING OTHER THAN FORCE." 

LIKE MANY OTHER PAPERS, HERALD THEN MADE COMPARISON 
WITH PUEBLO INCIDENT, WHICH "STILL HOUNTS OUR 

MEMORY THE ABSENCE OF A DRASTIC STEP HELPED ONLY 

TO FEED THE BRAZEN AUDACITY OF THE NORTH KOREAN 
COMMUNISTS." POST-PUEBLO DEVELOPMENTS IN KOREA AND 
INDOCHINA ADDED TO NECESSITY OF BUTTRESSING US IN ITS 
DEALINGS WITH COMMUNISTS, IN HERALD'S VIEW, AND GIVEN 
RECENT ENCOURAGEMENT TO KIM IL-SUNG AND OTHER 
AGGRESSIVE FORCES, "ANY FURTHER IRRESOLUTE OR AMBIGUOUS 
ANSWER TO THEIR CHALLENGE WOULD ONLY BE SELF- 
DESTRUCTIVE." HERALD DECLARED THATUS RECOVERY OF 
MAYAGUEZ HAS PROVEN RECENT US ASSURANCES TO ROK. 

"US DETERMINATION AND READINESS FOR SUCH ACTION WILL 
BE THE MOST EFFECTIVE DETERRENT TO ANY FURTHER 
MISCALCULATION ON THE PART OF THE COMMUNISTS." 

4. HERALD S VIEW IS SHARED BY OTHER MAJOR EDITORIALS. 
COMMENTING ADDITIONALLY ONCONGRESSIONAL ROLE, TONGA 
ILBO SAID "THE CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT 
FORD'S STRONG ACTION WAS HELPFUL FOR RETURN OF SEIZED 
MAYAGUEZ BUT FURTHER SUPRA-PARTISAN COOPERATION IS URGED 
TO HELP ADMINISTRATION CARRY OUT FOREIGN POLICY SMOOTHLY." 

5. IN PRIVATE CONTACTS, KOREANS HAVE UNANIMOUSLY 
APPLAUDED HANDLING OF MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT, INDICATING THEY 
SEE IT AS SHOT IN ARM TO US IMAGE IN ASIA. 

SNEIDER 
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